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Musician and
her ‘drainpipe’
unite 2 worlds

essa Brinckman says
I her earliest memories
of exotic music include
the sound of the sitar em-
ployed in the Beatles’ “Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band” album.
“I was absolutely entranced
by the sound of it,” she says.
Brinckman, 41, grew up on

speaking world, a New

Zealander whose father was

South African.

After her parents separat-
ed, she once spent six months
in Mauritius en route to visit
her father. She remembers
vividly the sights and sounds
| of the Indian Ocean island,

maintaining that they remain
in her blood to this day.
“I knew I had to bring to-

' gether Western classical and
non-Western music,” she says.
“There are distinct ways of
thinking about music. It’s fu
1o experiment with that and
see what works and what
doesn't.”
=, Brinckman and members of
her ensemble, East West Con-
tinuo, will do just that for two
days at the Portland Wine and
Arts Festival. Relying heavily
on the atmospheric sound-

. scapes on her new CD, “Glass

Sky,” the Southeast Portland *

resident will appear as part of

‘a quartet on Saturday and a

%rio on Sunday.

.+ Trained as a classical flutist

' before leaving New Zealand,

| Brinckman pursued opportu-

- nities for her musical explo-

- Fations in New York, Ohio and

| Seattle before moving to Port-

' dand in 1995. ;

| %= She says the flute, which

' she has played on occasion

" with the Oregon Symphony

| Orchestra, is perfect for her

| purposes.: W

- 2. “Flute players have been

|| Yery creative about getting

| niew repertoire,” she says.

. ZThe flute lends itself to an

. énormous amount of creativi-

" £y. You can do anything with

i it: It's a glorified drainpipe.”

' 2 Brinckman says her.un-

| orthodox approach to music

| can be a tough sell. “The pub-

+ lic perception is that if you're

" are you?” she says. “I think

the outer edges of the English-
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Tessa Brinckman will be joined by members of her ensemble, East West
Continuo, at the Portland Wine and Arts Festival this weekend in the

South Park Blocks.

people sometimes are sur-
prised by the group and what
we cando.” -

They shouldn’t be, says Fred
Korman, principal oboeist
with the Oregon Symphony.

“She has a major gift and
she knows how to use it,” Kor-
man says. “Her group is a very
well-balanced ensemble.”

Brinckman says music audi-
ences in the Northwest tend to
be more open-minded than
some. “Portlanders are very
receptive to non-Western mu-
sic,” she says. “You've got a lot
of Asian stuff. It’s a Pacific cul-
ture.” R

On a recent:trip to South
Africa, Brinckman provided.
music for the soundtrack of a
documentary film about out-
sider artist Helen Martins, a
recluse who created a dense
jungle of fantastical earthen
sculptures around her sun-
baked rural home.

“Doing what she did was an

_act of bravery,” Brinckman
says. “Everyone thought she

" not in the symphony, then who was a witch.”

In apartheid-era South

Africa, “it was very much
about holding onto wealth and
security,” she says. “If you
were an artist, you were mar-
ginalized. That was the feeling
1 got when I was there: Art
wasn’t worth much. She,
against all odds, was deter-
mined to be an artist, at great -
cost to herself.” :

Brinckman clearly admires
that determination. She says
the varied musical back-
grounds of East West Contin-
u0’s six musicians, from
baroque to avant-garde,
create a fertile foundation for
her own defiant adventures.

“They all come from differ-
ent backgrounds,” she says,
“which is very useful.”

; — Eric Bartels

Brinckman performs at

+ 4:30 p.m. Saturday and 1,p.m.

Sunday; July 23-24. The festi-
val takes place 1 p.m. to

11 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m. to

11 p.m. Saturday and noon to
6 p.m. Sunday, July 22-24,
South Park Blocks (near the
Portland Art Museum), $3-$5
suggested donation




